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The Restoration of Classical Literary Concepts and the Construction of Historical
Theory: Reflections on the Writing of Early Chinese Literary History
Jiang Ronggang + 165 «

In modern times, the terminology of Chinese literary concepts has transitioned

¢ ”»

from “wenzhang” to “wenxue.” This transitional period saw the emergence of

two paradigms of classical literary historiography based on these concepts, along

with corresponding views on literary history:  periodical changes in content and
form” and “the proper or coherent evolution of style,” versus literary self-
consciousness” and “ the succession of dominant genres.” These two literary

concepts their associated literary histories writings, each with their own biases,
have struggled to meet the new demands of the times. The dissemination of
Marxist historical materialism and literary theory in China has injected new
momentum into the writing of classical literary history and its theoretical
construction. This has led to the creation of outstanding and influential works of
literary history, with the historical materialist view of literary history becoming the
mainstream perspective in subsequent classical literary history writing. To
contribute effectively to constructing a discourse and research system for Chinese
literature both rooted in indigenous literary traditions and oriented towards the
present and future, we should continuously take the materialist view of history as a
guiding principle, reflect on the literary conceptual system and its construction of

historical theory in early literary histories, and explore its valuable aspects.

Regional Public Goods and the Mechanisms of the Rise and Fall of the East Asian
Regional Order Han Dongyu « 185

Before the advent of international law, East Asia had established a long-term
stable regional order with China at its core. The primary supporting elements in daily
life in this order were regional public goods that benefited all of East Asia. With the
reorganization of the modern order and the renewal of public goods, the direction and
development of regional relations have also undergone predictable changes.
However, as public goods from East Asian countries, especially from contemporary
China, once again benefit regional countries and the world, it is crucial to focus on
and understand the relationship between the historical evolution of public goods and
the mechanism of the rise and fall of regional systems. This understanding may
provide new perspectives and meaningful insights for revealing and addressing blind

spots and gaps in related research fields.
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